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ABSTRACT 

 

1. Rationales 

The matters of the study: culture in the context of economy, 

acculturation of the local communities are among the most common 

concerns by many researchers. 

Being a cultural and religious tourist destination, Huong Son 

located in My Duc district of Hanoi, around 50 kilometres from the 

downtown belongs to four communes: Huong Son, An Tien, An Phu, 

Hung Tien with the total area of 8,328 hectares. For a long time, 

Huong Son has been well known by tourists for its festival of Huong 

(Perfume) Pagoda, Vietnam‟s biggest traditional festival, and for its 

complex of Buddhist architectural constructions in perfect harmony 

with a variety of caves, grottoes, and streams. All these attractions 

have made it one of the most famous landscapes in Vietnam boasting 

its unique appeal. However, tourist development and employment 

adjustment in Huong Son have created a number of problems and 

constraints threatening the sustainable development of traditional 

culture, acculturation, and lives of the local communities. The 

attempt of this study to explore these matters in details is expected to 

provide great contributions to management in the field by proposing 

relevant solutions to the preservation and enhancement of cultural 

heritage values in the context of tourism development (CTD). 

Therefore, the study is aim at getting some explorations in the 

matter: “Livelihood acculturation (LLA) of the local people in Huong 

Son, My Duc district, Hanoi in CTD” as the doctorate thesis. The 

thesis is expected not only to make initial contributions to the 

theoretical background of LLA but also to provide scientific data for 

those policy planners in the areas of management and socio-

economic development in proposing relevant solutions to LLA for 

Huong Son‟s local people on the basis of its traditional cultural 

heritage in CTD.  
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2. Purposes and missions of the study 

Purposes of the study: The main purposes of the study include 

situation research, methods and impacts, tendencies of LLA 

adjustments of the local people in CTD at Huong Son, Hanoi; 

explanations of those causes of livelihood adjustments of the local 

people. In addition, the study is aimed to provide scientific 

background for managers and researchers in planning policies and 

solutions to sustainable development. 

Missions of the study: 1) Systematize the concept and literature of 

LLA in CTD; 2) Clarify situations of LLA of the local people in 

Huong Son, My Duc, Hanoi in CTD; 3) Assess methods and 

significance of LLA of the local community; Identify impacts and 

causes of these changes. 

3. Target group and scope of the study 

Target of the study: LLA in CTD of the local people in Huong Son. 

Scope of the study: 1) Space: Huong Son commune, My Duc 

district, Hanoi City; 2) Time: research of the situations from 1990 to 

present; during the time Huong Son commune was affected by impacts of 

tourism development resulting in LLA; proposals of solutions for the 

coming years; 3) Content: analysis and assessment of LLA and 

preservation of livelihood culture (LLC) of Huong Son people in CTD.  

4. Research questions: 1) How is LLC of the local communities in 

Huong Son, Hanoi changing in CTD? 2) What issues arise from LLA in 

Huong Son in CTD? 3) What should be done to promote positive impacts 

and minimize negative ones in LLC in Huong Son, Hanoi in CTD? 
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5. Research methodologies 

Main research methodologies employed in the thesis include: 1) 

Literature review and analysis; 2) Field research; 3) Sociological 

investigation; 4) Other relevant methodologies 

6. Scientific contributions of the study 

Theoretical contributions: The thesis is attempted to explore 

systematically LLC, LLA of Huong Son, My Duc district, Hanoi in 

CTD from the culture perspective of LLA in changing development of 

the society.  

Practical contributions: The thesis is intended to provide further 

clarifications of LLA of local communities in Huong Son in CTD; to 

be used as reference sources for cadres and lecturers in educational 

institutions to carry out their research and to teach their subjects in 

social sciences and humanities as well as to manage their cultural 

activities. 

7. Thesis outline 

In addition to the abstract, appendixes and references, the main 

contents of the thesis is organized into four chapters:  

Chapter 1. Literature review, theoretical background and an 

overview of Huong Son;  

Chapter 2. LLC of the local people in Huong Son to tourism 

development period (before 1990);  

Chapter 3. The present situation of LLA of the local people in 

Huong Son in CTD (after 1990);  

Chapter 4. The impacts, trend of changes and problems of LLA 

of the local people in Huong Son in CTD. 
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Chapter 1 

LITERATURE REVIEW, THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

AND AN OVERVIEW OF HUONG SON 

 

1.1. Literature review 

The thesis is attempted to provide an overview of relevant studies 

in 3 sectors: 1) Acculturation in general; 2) LLC; and 3) CTD in 

Huong Son in general and cultural area of Huong Son, My Duc 

district, Hanoi in particular.  

1.1.1. Acculturation 

1.1.1.1. International studies: The concept of acculturation was first 

mentioned by some researchers, namely: E.B Tylor (1891), 

L.Morgan (1897), Joel M.Halpern (1967), Ronald Inghart, Waye 

E.Baker, G.Elliot Smith (1991), Wrivers (1914), David Popenoe 

(1991), Paul N.Lakey (2003), Pamela Balls Organista, Gerardo 

Marin, and Kevin M. Chun, Ozgur Celenk and Fons J.R. Vande 

Vijver (2011)... 

1.1.1.2. Domestic studies: in Vietnam, some authors who have 

carried out their research in the field are: Tương Lai (1997), Lương 

Hồng Quang, Tôn Nữ Quỳnh Trân, Tô Duy Hợp (2000), Hà Huy 

Thành (2002), Nguyễn Thanh Tuấn (2008), Lê Thanh Sang (2008), 

Nguyễn Thị Phương Châm (2009), Phan Đăng Long (2011), Vũ Diệu 

Trung (2013)… 

1.1.2. Livelihood 

1.1.2.1. International studies: The term „livelihood‟ has been the 

focus of a wide range of studies by many authors: Robert Chambers, 

Makarian (Eurevan, Soviet Union), and Department for International 

Development (DFID)… Phùng Thị Tô Hạnh, a group of authors 

including Corinne Valdivia; Stephen Jeanetta; Lisa Y. Flores; 

Alejandro Morales, Domingo Martinez (2012), Gerard Sasges… 

1.1.2.2. Domestic studies: The theoretical framework and the 

application of livelihood model of Robert Chambers, Makarian and 

DFID are among the most concerned, then further developed by 

various researchers, such as: Trần Bình; Trần Đức Viên, Nguyễn 

Quang Vinh, Mai Văn Thành; Phùng Thị Tô Hạnh; Nguyễn Duy 
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Thắng; Nguyễn Vũ Hoàng, Hoàng Bá Thịnh, Nguyễn Văn Tạo, Lê 

Thị Thỏa, Lê Ngọc Huy, Vũ Việt Dũng, Nông Thị Tiếp, Đào Thanh 

Thái, Trần Tấn Đăng Long, Phan Thị Ngọc, Đỗ Thị Báu, TS.Ngô Thị 

Phương Lan, Huyền Trang, Lý Tùng Hiếu (2013), Bình Minh (2013), 

Bùi Thị Bích Lan (2013); Nguyễn Văn Sửu, Trương Hoàng... 

1.1.3. Tourism development in Huong Son and the cultural area of 

Huong Son, My Duc district, Hanoi: Some studies of CTD in 

Huong Son have been carried out in Vietnam: Jenkins (2007), Lưu 

Thị Quỳnh (2010), Vũ Hồng Thuật (2014) Bùi Thanh Thủy, Nguyễn 

Hồng Minh (2008), Hà Văn Siêu and Ando Katsuhiro (2014)... 

1.1.4. General reviews of the studies 

- Firstly, international and domestic researchers have already 

paved the way for the theoretical background of LLC and its 

elements, but there is still no common agreement on who is the first 

to mention the concept, its interpretation and application. 

- Secondly, the studies of LLA in rural and agricultural areas 

where the main subjects are the local farmers are not paid proper 

attention. 

- Thirdly, LLC belongs to the culture of production, which is 

applied in theories and practices by various interdisciplinary 

researchers in their studies of the community, the local people for the 

sake of poverty elimination, life improvement and preservation of 

traditional culture.  

- Fourthly, investigation place: The study of impacts of tourism 

development resulting in LLA is a relatively new area that has not 

been carried out. 

- Fifthly, The relationship between LLA and cultural resources in 

Huong Son has created positive and negative interactions due to the 

impacts of tourism development.  

1.2. Theoretical background of livelihood in context of tourism 

development 

1.2.1. Some scientific viewpoints 

- The viewpoint on CTD is the premise for LLC: it is related to 

some authors such as Karl Marx, Daniel and those studying 

contemporary cultures: Max Weber, Ronald Inglehart, Wayne E. 

Baker who voiced their position from the perspective: The context of 
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economic and politic development is the cause resulting in changes of 

culture and society. In the study: “Modernization, Cultural Change, 

and the Persistence of Traditional Values”, Ronald Inglehart and 

Wayne E.Baker state: Overwhelming economic and political forces 

drive cultural change. The context of tourism economy development 

also lies in the general settings of economy development, and acts as 

the premise for the impacts on culture and LLC.  

In this study, the author attempts as far as possible to maintain a 

theoretical approach, i.e. CTD is the promise for changes in the 

society of the local people in Huong Son in general and in livelihood 

practices, activities, behaviours, and accumulated experiences… as 

LLC of the local people in Huong Son in particular. However, when 

the community of local people in Huong Son pays too much attention 

to their economic goals, and ignores the preservation of their 

traditional values of ethics, there will be potential impacts on the 

culture threatening the sustainable development of economy and LLC 

of its local people.  

- The viewpoint on cultural exchange and changes:  At the end of 

the 19
th
 century, some Western researchers of culture had come up 

with a theory of cultural exchange and changes… The theory has 

been applied in this study as follows: thanks to objective conditions 

of tourism development, the local people in Huong Son have their 

livelihood opportunities in the tourism service sector creating various 

occupations…  In this setting, the exchange and mutual interaction 

between the local people in Huong Son and tourists in different areas 

through LLC resources, livelihood activities and etiquette have 

resulted in LLA of the local people in Huong Son. From this 

perspective, the author has studied the realizations in the present 

situations, trends and discussions on LLA in the relationship between 

exchanges and changes of the local people Huong Son and the 

tourists and relevant stakeholders in CTD.  

- The viewpoint on sustainable LLC: the study of realizations of 

LLC of the local people in Huong Son in these aspects of behavior, 

uses of livelihood capital of the local community in the development 

context, preservation targets and development of LLC in conjunction 

with sustainability requirements. 
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- The viewpoint on the context of sustainable tourism 

development: In the case of the thesis, the overwhelming benefits 

from tourism development in comparison with the society context in 

Huong Son in the past, the local people are expected to have early 

and better awareness of choosing proper livelihood practices, attitude 

towards livelihood capital, and traditional etiquettes to ensure the 

sustainability of tourism development in Huong Son.  

1.2.2. Basic concepts 

1.2.2.1. Acculturation: there is a variety of concepts and approaches 

to culture depending on the context, perspective, application methods 

and its usage. The author‟s position is based on Ho Chi Minh 

President‟s viewpoint: “Culture is the combination of living practices 

and their realizations produced by the mankind in order to meet the 

living needs and survival requirements”. The research matter in the 

thesis: LLC refers to “living practices” being “generated” by the local 

people in order to “meet the living needs and survival requirements 

within the local setting at present”. 

1.2.2.2. LLC: LLC can be defined as an organic system of material 

and spiritual factors, applications, and behaviors of the livelihood 

subject to the natural and social environment… in living practices in 

order to ensure his or her survival, to contribute to poverty reduction 

and hunger elimination… as well as to improve living standards.  

1.2.3. The realizations of livelihood culture 

According to some researchers of LLC such as Robert Chamber, 

Makarian, DFID, and those of ethnology, humanity, culture and 

under the study orientation of the thesis, the realizations of LLC can 

be identified by the following analyses: 1) behavioural culture to 

livelihood capital; 2) culture realized in livelihood activities; 3) 

culture realized in those etiquettes related to livelihood.  
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1.2.3.1. Behavioural culture to livelihood capital: According to 

DFID, there are 5 categories of livelihood capital: 1) Natural capital 

includes all natural materials to build up livelihood activities: land, 

forest, water, climate, rivers, streams, caves, plants…; 2) Physical 

capital includes infrastructure, commodities, tangible heritage needed 

by human for production; 3) Social capital includes: relations, network, 

group members, beliefs, social channels, mutual dependence, and 

exchanges for provision of vital formal security networks; 4) Human 

capital includes skills, knowledge, experiences, qualifications and 

health; 5) Financial capital means financial resources which can be 

used by human to achieve their livelihood goals. 

1.2.3.2. Culture realized in livelihood activities: Livelihood activities 

are realized in the following: Employment, occupation, livelihood 

practices; Equipment, qualifications, livelihood skills; Livelihood 

experiences. 

1.2.3.3. Culture realized in those etiquettes related to livelihood: 

livelihood etiquettes of the community and of the family 

1.2.4. Livelihood acculturation in context of tourism development 

1.2.4.1. Tourism development: Tourism development that is the 

movement of material and spiritual conditions in the sector can be 

defined by the development of productive forces, relations of 

production, cultural values of the community, then contributes to the 

improvement and maintenance of the local people‟s living conditions 

for the sake of a better society.  

- Based on the Declaration 90 UNWTO stated at the Global 

Conference on sustainable development of tourism carried out by 

World Tourism Organisation of United Nations [90], a local 

community in the process of tourism development is characterized by 

5 realizations: 1) The extent of the community participation at local 

level in managing and exploiting tourism; 2) On-site tourism 

activities affecting cultural and natural environment; Preservation of 

sensitive areas in tourism; 4) Tourist destinations are equipped with 

infrastructure conditions and technical facilities for tourism; and 5) 

The stability of political system and the security extent of social 

order are maintained at the tourist destinations… 
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1.2.4.2. LLA in CTD: LLA in CTD applicable in the study refers to: 

changes in the organic system of material and spiritual factors, 

adjustments in adaptation, and in behavioural manners between 

livelihood subjects; changes in treatments to natural and social 

environment…by subjects in living practices in order to ensure their 

survival, reduce poverty, eliminate hunger, and improve living 

conditions. 

1.2.4.3. Trends of LLA in CTD. LLA in CTD is currently happening 

in three trends: 1) Complete changes for adaptation (change of 

occupation); 2) Maintenance of tradition occupation; and 3) Mixed 

changes for adaptation.  

1.2.5. Framework for general analysis in the thesis  
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1.3.1. Geography, population, economy and culture: Huong Son 

commune belongs to My Duc district, Hanoi Capital, 62 kilometres 

from the city centre, 50 kilometres form Ha Dong; it is located on the 

alluvial ground of Day river covering 4,284,73 hectares. According 

to its People‟s Committee, prior to 1990, Huong Son commune had a 

population of around 100,000 people (based on retrieved data of 

interview). The report carried out by the People‟s Committee in 2017 

states that the commune has 220,000 people of 6,014 households 

divided into 19 hamlets. 

Prior to 1990, the economy of the local people in Huong Son was 

in difficult situations due to the destruction of the war, out-of-date 

facilities, and the over-dependence of more than 90% of population 

on traditional agricultural works and related occupation… After 

1990, the local economy was significantly improved. Its people earn 

their livings in the orientation of tourism service economy. Their 

cultural lives are simplified to adapt to new practices of 

industrialization and modernization period. 

1.3.2. Natural and human resources: Huong Son commune 

possesses natural values and unique traditional ones with its various 

practices of typical livelihood in Northern Vietnam. 

1.3.3. Economy and culture: Its economy has been greatly improved 

thanks to tourism development. The commune‟s cultural life is richer 

and more diverse. 

1.3.4. Tourism activities in Huong Son: It has rich and varied 

resources of festival tourism, ecotourism which attract thousands of 

visitors annually. The travel businesses and the local people involved 

in tourism services are able to make the best use of its advantageous 

context and resources to develop tourism for the improvement of the 

community‟s life. On the other hand, some negative activities of 

livelihood in tourism business have arisen and generated impacts on 

traditional culture and sustainable LLC. 
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Chapter 2 

LLC OF THE LOCAL PEOPLE IN HUONG SON PRIOR 

TO TOURISM DEVELOPMENT (BEFORE 1990) 
 

2.1. Behavioural culture to livelihood capital 

2.1.1. Behavioural culture to natural capital: LLC of the local 

people in Huong Son belongs to the behavioural relations to natural 

environment. In the past, they had been able to make the best use of 

their natural resources for the sake of their survival needs. In an 

undeveloped society, these traditional livelihood activities were 

considered as the basic premise that the local people have established 

their own traditional values and unique LLC identities… 

2.1.2. Culture in utilizing human capital: Prior to 1990, the 

education level of the local people in Huong Son was relatively low, 

and they earned their livings without any age limits. They tried hard 

to make the best use of their human and intellectual power, be more 

creative in their works, and utilize effectively their resources to 

reduce poverty and improve living conditions… then they had not 

accumulated large surpluses. 

2.1.3. Behavioural culture to social capital: The local people did not 

use to make the best use of social resources. The social relations among 

relatives and family, as well as those outside the commune were not 

developed. These small-sized practices of the local livelihood were seen 

as the basis for the establishment of the so-called “closed Huong Son”.  

The organic relations between those livelihood subjects are more 

obvious until the new social conditions occurs.  

2.1.4. Culture in utilizing financial capital: There are differences 

between the periods before and after 1990 when the local people 

made their investment in infrastructure upgrade, and contributions to 

set up their livelihood employment. Their incomes were quite limited 

resulting in their poverty, hunger, and no accumulated capital.  

2.1.5. Culture in utilizing material capital: The local people used 

their typical tools of livelihood in Huong Son to adapt themselves to 

unfavourable conditions of topography and nature. Their tools were mostly 

simple, heavy, and unsafe for manual works. Therefore, their productivity 

were heavily dependent on natural resources and human power. 
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2.2. Culture realized in livelihood practices 

2.2.1. Culture realized in livelihood practices: In order to adapt to 

conditions of water farming and other occupations in the past, they 

were able to use their typical tools to exploit abundant resources 

manually. However, despite their great efforts in survival needs and 

poverty reduction, their lives were still poor with a great number of 

households still in hunger, and then the preservation of natural 

resources is not paid proper attention.  

2.2.2. Livelihood level and skill: The local people inherited and 

enhanced their experiences from their ancestors in various 

occupations to survive and exploit resources… However, these 

practices were only common within the commune.  

2.2.3. Culture in utilizing space, time and other factors: Livelihood 

space of their employments was relatively simple and unidentified… 

Their livelihood time was limited to conditions of natural resources 

and typical features of various jobs… They made their livings all 

over the sites on mountains, along the rivers, over the cliffs adjacent 

to farming areas. The problems of poverty, hunger, narrow roads in 

bad conditions were highly common. Their households‟ activities 

were basic with limited attention, the media was not available, only 

basic necessity needs were met.  

2.3. Culture realized in livelihood etiquette activities 

2.3.1. Culture in livelihood etiquette of the community: The 

religious beliefs were the worship of Mountain Saint, Fish Saint and 

Village Saint. The offerings were generally simple including 

available products obtained from the forest. 

2.3.2. Culture in livelihood etiquette of the family: The etiquette 

practices were the worship of ancestors and dead relatives. The 

worshipping objects were made of bronze and pottery by tradition 

handicraft. The offerings were available in nature.  
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Chapter 3 

THE PRESENT SITUATION OF LIVELIHOOD 

ACCULTURATION OF THE LOCAL PEOPLE IN HUONG 

SON IN CONTEXT OF TOURISM DEVELOPMENT  

(AFTER 1990) 

 

3.1. Changes in behavioural culture to livelihood capital 

3.1.1. Changes in behavioural culture to natural capital: To adapt 

themselves to the changed conditions of natural resources compared to 

those in 1990, the local people have adjusted their behavioural treatment 

to natural capital by focusing on tourism values to increase their income 

and minimize labour hours… However, some negative practices of 

livelihood in exploiting natural resources begin to happen resulting in the 

tourists‟ disbelief and reduced values of the destination.  

3.1.2. Acculturation in utilizing human capital: The local people are 

currently aware of the needs of improving educational qualifications, 

needed skills for tourism workers through training refresher courses 

in tourism skills. They are now using modern practices of livelihood, 

developing farming and garden-house economy, and organizing 

continuum livelihood … in tourism. However, there still exists 

problems of those labourers not in working age, and the destructive 

practices of livelihood. 

3.1.3. Changes in behavioural culture to social capital: The local 

people in Huong Son are creative in maintaining “implicit business 

deals” in the relation between various subjects of different livelihood 

works… However, the behavioural practices are still localized for the 

sake of business benefits and exchanges; “the great fish eats the 

small” i.e. they are influenced and controlled by greater subjects. 

3.1.4. Acculturation in utilizing financial capital: The local people 

in Huong Son have built up their financial capital from various 

sources: 1) Long-time accumulation in households. 2) The people‟s 

saving fund of Huong Son to develop economy, improve living 

conditions, and create employment. 3) Usury. 
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3.1.5. Acculturation in utilizing material capital: The local people 

have named, renamed, and rebuilt a great number of sightseeing 

attractions in CTD. There are many negative changes: constructions 

of caves, grottoes, and pagodas; shortage of toilet facilities for 

tourists on the route to the destination. There are also various modern 

practices of livelihood providing greater productivity and those 

destructive to the environment.  

3.2. Acculturation realized in livelihood activities 

3.2.1. Adjustments in employment, occupation, and livelihood 

practices: There are changes in traditional employment: agriculture is 

now supplementary to tourism service occupation. Breeding farm is 

developed. Cultivation work is developing plants of great economic 

values. Trading relations have been extended between local works 

and those in other localities and countries. The local people have 

upgraded their labour tools to achieve better productivity. These 

changes have brought about more effective economic benefits, 

improved the local community‟s living conditions. However, there 

are some potential problems related to sustainable culture and 

environment.   

The emergence of new livelihood activities typical of tourism service 

employment includes hotel and accommodation, food catering, souvenir 

shops, direction-giving, tourism “decoys”, boat rowing, photography, 

renting for photo-taking, porters, usury. 

The changes of employment include the emergence of some new 

jobs in tourism, some single practices are made to be jobs in tourism, 

and some traditional ones are fading away in positive and negative ways. 

The changes of occupation characteristics: changed livelihood 

jobs lead to the adjustment of working characteristics in different 

directions: complete changes of employment, “conservative” changes 

(strict preservation of livelihood occupation with no changes) and 

mixed changes (partial changes) 
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3.2.2. Acculturation in livelihood skills: Education and human 

resources are emphasized. Skills and experiences are derived from 

the tradition of previous jobs in the context of tourism. However, 

some negative livelihood skills have been created in that setting.  

3.2.3. Acculturation in space, time and other factors: Various 

spaces of livelihood have been changed to suit the development of 

different works in tourism since 1990. Livelihood time is short and 

dependent on tourists‟ needs and favourable conditions of 

employment in the new context. The local community‟s lives have 

been greatly improved, population density has been extended. Those 

benefits from tourism have been partially saved for heritage 

preservation. There are also negative changes in environment and 

architecture.  

3.3. Acculturation realized in livelihood etiquette practices 

3.3.1. Acculturation realized in livelihood etiquette practices of the 

community: The practices of worshipping are still maintained as the 

one prior to 1990, but currently made to be global festivals with a 

variety of participants from different regions. The offerings are 

diverse with more commercial and tourismized etiquette practices. 

The festival features are more common than the etiquette ones.  

3.3.2. Acculturation in etiquette practices of family livelihood: There 

are changes of these practices in terms of size, worshipping objects, and 

offerings resulted from those in different regions of the country and 

abroad. Religious beliefs are made more practical and market-oriented. 

The practices of worshipping God of Wealth or Mother Goddess in the 

doorway or next to the altar are more common.  
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3.4. Evaluation of livelihood acculturation of the local people in 

Huong Son in context of tourism development by comparing 

periods before and after 1990 

3.4.1. Positive changes: More jobs in tourism have been created for 

the local people to earn their livings and contribute to poverty 

reduction and hunger elimination. There are some locals who possess 

high level of livelihood practices have great income every year. 

Technical facilities and infrastructure have been improved to meet 

the social needs. The community‟s awareness has been raised along 

with more developed education, and better productivity.  

3.4.2. Negative changes: Poor spiritual and cultural lives, influences of 

tourism seasons, unstable income, and various negative impacts of 

development… all affect the sustainability of the local community‟s LLC.  

3.4.3. Opportunities: Increased income, improved cultural lives of 

the local community, upgraded infrastructure and facilities thanks to 

more investment, better networks of electricity, communication, 

internet, and transportation to meet the needs of tourists are creating 

attractive opportunities for investors to build more constructions, and 

projects for tourism development, which create more employment for 

the local community. 

The local communities have more opportunities to increase their 

income to meet their households‟ needs by running businesses to 

cater for tourists. The setting of tourism development in Huong Son 

also creates more chances for traditional works and local agriculture 

to promote their products to enhance their economic values, and 

traditions through international travel.  

3.4.4. Challenges: Challenges arise when the local people try their 

best to make the best use of LLC resources providing that their 

sustainable values of culture are preserved.  
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Chapter 4 

IMPACTS, TREND OF CHANGES AND ISSUES FOR 

LIVELIHOOD ACCULTURATION OF THE LOCAL PEOPLE 

IN HUONG SON IN CONTEXT OF TOURISM 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

4.1. The impacts on livelihood acculturation of the local people in 

Huong Son 

4.1.1. Objective impacts 

4.1.1. The growth of tourist arrival in Huong Son: Thanks to its 

position adjacent to the city centre and beautiful landscapes of Huong 

Son as a land of Buddhism which appeal to all Vietnamese pilgrims. 

4.1.1.2. The policies of door-opening, investment, economic 

development, and tourism management at all levels: The signing of 

Resolution 12/2012/NQ- HĐND has outlined comprehensive plan of 

tourism development in Hanoi to 2020, orientation to 2030, and 

spiritual tourism attached to ecotourism in the period 2016-2020, 

vision of 2030; proposal of the construction, management, and 

development of trademark “The complex of relics and landscapes in 

the Perfume Pagoda” 

4.1.1.3. The integration of Ha Tay into Hanoi: based on Resolution 

15/2008NQ-QH12 of adjustments to administrative boundaries of 

Hanoi signed by the Prime Minister.  

4.1.1.4. The supports from relevant authorities: The commune‟s 

People‟s Committee has listed, restored, and protected hundreds of 

relics. It has upgraded infrastructure, utilized its potentials and 

existing advantages, considered tourism as spearhead sector, and 

attracted investors.  

4.1.2. Subjective impacts 

4.1.2.1. The awareness of the local people of the importance of culture in 

tourism development: The local people should promote their 
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responsibilities, preservation and training of cultural values. The income 

from cultural heritage should be spent for the benefits of the local people.  

4.1.2.2. The changes of infrastructure: Since 1993, its infrastructure has 

been invested and upgraded. The local people themselves have built a 

great number of their livelihood facilities in various tourism occupation.  

4.1.2.3. The management of the local authority: The local authority 

has paid great attention to the commune‟s issues, but there are still 

some constraints in its guidelines and orientation of sustainable 

livelihood resources, and livelihood activities in the future.  

4.2. Trends of changes 

4.2.1. Trend of developing traditional livelihood cultural factors in 

tourism development: In this context, tourists to Huong Son have 

great demand of experiencing traditional services. This trend is 

developing along the economic growth, size and values of cultural 

life thanks to the inheritance from previous periods.  

 4.2.2. Trend of decreasing traditional livelihood cultural factors in 

tourism development:  Being unable to adapt to the development 

context, poor integration capacities, modernization of labour 

practices by the local people are the main causes leading to a 

decrease in traditional LLC factors in the future. 

4.2.3. Trend of preserving and developing traditional livelihood 

cultural factors in tourism development:  This is the most 

sustainable among those trends of changes, and matching rules of 

movement and developments of entities and phenomena in society.  

4.3. Some issues for considerations 

4.3.1. The sustainable development of human resources in Huong 

Son: The local people have not play an active role in attending 

training courses in culture, communication, awareness. They still pay 

much attention to livelihood purposes, economic benefits, and try to 
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cope with the management board of the relics. There still exists 

various issues related to the livelihood behaviour that threatens the 

sustainability of development context and culture. 

4.3.2. The behavioural culture to natural capital: The exploitation 

practices of natural resources are not paid enough attention, 

especially in terms of their restoration. Some of these practices, 

which are still devastating, lead to disbelief and negative impacts on 

the environment and destination values.  

4.3.3. Solutions to the seasonal features of Huong Son’s festival 

tourism: The imbalance of tourist arrivals during different periods of 

the year has caused great impacts on natural resources when there is 

an overload of visitors at a particular time of high season, meanwhile 

there are no tourists at other times of the year creating negative 

impacts on the society.  

4.3.4. Development of social capital: There are useful lessons drawn 

for making the best use of social resources to develop the community 

livelihood in the world under the control of negative effects of social 

capital development.  

4.3.5. Legal corridor to develop sustainable livelihood cultural: A wide 

range of issues in tourism management has not been solved effectively 

and constantly. The tasks of developing and preserving cultural values 

are still monotonous and formal. Those, who are responsible for these 

tasks, are not qualified enough to provide specific guidelines and 

motivations to solve the problems and link the relevant ones. 

4.3.6. Utilization of material capital in tourism: The planning, 

construction, and repair of some architecture works have not been 

completed thoroughly with the shortage of skilled workers 

specialized in restoration expertise. Many infrastructure facilities, 

which do not match the comprehensive planning, are unsafe and spoil 

the overall landscape. 
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4.4. Discussions on strategy of developing livelihood cultural 

values 

4.4.1. Development of human capital of the local community: It is 

advisable to enhance the subjects‟ role, improve their awareness, 

share the common benefits, establish regulations of appraisal and 

punishment among the local people in order to restore traditional 

culture, minimize negative impacts on the environment. The 

promotion and marketing activities should be done with the 

assistance of the public media and travel businesses. It is highly 

recommended to attract more investment in human resources in the 

country and abroad, as well as in information provision to increase 

the community‟s participation. It is also needed to carry out training 

courses in improving awareness, skills and attitude of those working 

in travel and tourism.  

4.4.2. Creation of new livelihood seasons in the year 

- It is advisable to issue policies encouraging the community to be 

more creative in build up various tourism products based on folklore 

culture for the low seasons of the year. 

- There should be an alternative strategy of switching between 

agricultural seasons and tourism development, different types of 

tourism, and human development in low seasons.  

4.4.3. Extension of livelihood culture space by linking the tourism 

attraction to other adjacent regions of cultural heritage 

- Implementing the project of constructing the road 419 from 

Quan So to Perfume Pagoda; The road from Huong Son to the 

complex of spiritual tourism Tam Chuc – Ba Sao on which the 

itinerary Huong Son – Tam Chuc – Bai Dinh can be developed.  

- The idea of developing linked itinerary from Perfume Pagoda 

(Hanoi) – Tam Chuc (Ha Nam) - Bai Dinh (Ninh Binh) has been 
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outline by Vietnam National Administration of Tourism (VNAT) and 

the authorities of Hanoi, Ha Nam, Ninh Binh to develop 3 

destinations in the same route of spiritual cultural tourism.  

- The construction of the road from Perfume Pagoda to Tam Chuc 

Bai Dinh has been planned to be more than 20 kilometres.  

4.4.4. Change of the community management solutions to rebuild 

the image of heritage destination as a safe and friendly place: The 

authority of managing and being in charge of the relics should be 

passed on to a qualified management board, therefore, competitive 

mechanism is created in human resource to improve the destination 

service quality. All problems reported by the media have to be publicly 

solved. It is also necessary to monitor and give warnings to negative 

livelihood behaviour in the community. The role of the pagoda 

management is of great importance in supporting the protection of the 

relics. There should be regulations of compulsory qualifications of 

training courses in awareness and tourism skills for those participating 

in livelihood occupation of some sensitive practices. 

4.4.5. Development of potential material capital values in Huong 

Son: There should be planning projects, investment attraction, and 

restoration of material resources in tourism. It is advisable to promote 

the education of the community‟s consciousness, propaganda 

campaigns, and administrative punishment solutions to those 

violating the regulations.  

4.4.6. Enrichment of cultural heritage in Huong Son to keep up 

with context of tourism development: It is highly recommended to 

organize exchange shows, cultural events to promote local cultural 

values and tourism as a whole, restore and enrich typical tourist 

products of Huong Son, encourage the research and development of 

efficient practices of production and livelihood which are 
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environmentally friendly as learnt from other regions and countries 

all over the world. 

4.4.7. Professionalism of social capital in the context of cultural 

globalization: It can be done by developing online social networks 

which are under control as other countries‟‟ situations, promote 

tourism in various channels: published materials of good quality, 

formal information of Huong Son tourism to establish the destination 

image at public transportation places, set up compulsory requirements 

for all tour guides to educate tourists of environment awareness, 

identify and deal with negative livelihood behaviours in the sector.  

4.4.8. Development and restoration of natural capital in space of 

sustainable livelihood cultural: It is necessary to implement solutions to 

various problems including environmental pollution, forest destruction, 

transportation, disease prevention, dust control, noise reduction, function 

allocation, monitoring and managing landscape protection. It is 

advisable to attract investment to empty lands to create traditional 

tourism products; involve the community in sharing the responsibility of 

environment protection according to the principles: reducing waste, 

recycling, reusing, planting landscape, ensuring biodiversity; monitor 

and impose administrative punishments on violations; and set up 

regulations for species exploitation.  

CONCLUSIONS 

 

1. To achieve the study objectives of the thesis, the author has 

used the interdisciplinary approach of culturology, and then 

established systems of research theories. Based on this theoretical 

background, the LLC of the local people in Huong Son and the 

present situations of acculturation in CTD have been identified. With 
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the aim of clarifying LLA as a result of tourism development in 

Huong Son after 1990s, the thesis has based itself on this theoretical 

framework to make comparisons between the LLC before and after 

1990 (in the tourism development setting). 

2. Huong Son commune, My Duc district, Hanoi Capital is 

considered a special national tourist site of spiritual festival in the 

south of Hanoi, 62 kilometres from the city centre. Prior to 1990s, the 

local people‟s living conditions were difficult due to the general 

context of the society. After the sixth National Congress of the 

Communist Party of Vietnam (1986) – Vietnam began its innovation 

period along with the influences of objective resolutions, tourism 

industry has been playing a very important role in the local people‟s 

lives and affecting the LLA in Huong Son. 

3. In CTD, the local people in Huong Son have been quickly 

aware of their life improvement opportunities in moving from 

agricultural employment to tourism, instead of strictly maintaining 

their out-of-date traditional works that have been in decrease. The 

LLA of the local people in Huong Son, My Duc, Hanoi has been 

realized in various aspects including livelihood capital, activities and 

etiquette practices. In CTD, the natural livelihood resources of the 

local people in Huong Son have been affected and changed from 

external look to internal content, ranging from simple livelihood tools 

producing poor labour productivity to modern ones with much better 

productivity. Modern technology has been applied to take the place 

of human power. The setting of tourism development has given rise 

to new jobs in tourism as alternatives to those based on natural 

conditions. They help to produce greater income to improve the local 

people‟ living standards. In this context, the local people‟s awareness 

has been significantly improved, their relationships have been 
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extended instead of previous ones constrained within the local area 

creating more development opportunities for their new livelihood 

practices. The poor people have been escaping from poverty and 

hunger, and then making greater income from tourism services. 

Tourism development has also changed livelihood etiquette practices 

in cultural life and society in Huong Son in the context of tourism 

integration and globalization nowadays.  

4. However, in CTD, there still exists conflicting impacts, which 

are hard to be controlled due to the imbalance between livelihood 

activities and behaviours of the local people and the development 

goals and livelihood capital affecting the overall development with 

potential threats to sustainability in Huong Son in the future. CTD 

has generated impacts on LLC of the local people in various aspects. 

These are inevitable results of the rules of movement in economy 

leading to changes of culture and society in agricultural villages of 

the local community in CTD.  

5. Finally, within the study scope, the author hopes that the 

thesis‟s research achievements are more likely to be considered as 

small contributions to the study of culturology and the premise of 

theoretical background that those in charge of managing culture can 

refer to in solving the existing problems of LLA in CTD, so as LLC 

and tourism in Huong Son will be developing in harmony without 

any negative impacts on sustainable LLC.  



 

LIST OF PUBLISHED SCIENTIFIC WORKS  

RELATED TO THE STUDY 

 

1. Do Hai Yen, Nguyen Thi Ngoc Linh (2016), “Farm tour in 

America, a new tourism model that can deal with the short 

term characteristic of Vietnamese agriculture”,  

International Conference of Science on "Types of modern 

tourism " ISBN: 978 604 73 46455; pages 672- 677. 

2. Do Hai Yen (2017), “Livelihood acculturation of the local people 

in Huong Son, My Duc, Hanoi in tourism development”, 

Magazine of Culture and Arts (399), pages 68- 69.   

3. Do Hai Yen (2017), “Development of livelihood culture values of 

the local people in Huong Son, My Duc, Hanoi in the 

context of tourism development”, Magazine of Culture and 

Arts (400), pages 34- 37. 


